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2017-18 SOGI Report 
BCCPAC and SOGI (Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity) Inclusive Education 

 
We have been working with the Ministry of Education and other provincial partner groups to 
ensure that all BC students have a safe, welcoming and inclusive learning environment. BC’s 
new K-12 curriculum includes a focus on valuing diversity and respecting differences, and the 
topics of human rights and responses to discrimination. 
 
In July 2016, Bill 27- Human Rights Code Amendment Act was passed to include “gender 
identity or expression” among the protected grounds covered by the BC Human Rights Code. 
The BC Ministry of Education followed in September with its own directive asking that explicit 
references to sexual orientation and gender identity be added to the policies and codes of 
conduct in each school district. As of December 31 2016, all BC school districts and 
independent schools are required to include specific references to sexual orientation and 
gender identity (SOGI) in their anti-bullying policies. 
 
The Ministry of Education has produced a SOGI Policy Guide that includes three goals for 
supporting diverse sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions: 
 

1. 37TVisibility: The diversity of sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions are 
recognized and valued.37T  

2. 37TProtection: The dignity of all people across the sexual orientation and gender identity 
(SOGI) spectra is intended to be preserved, as well as protected from harm 37T  

3. 37TInclusion: Equitable treatment and inclusion are a reality for people of all sexual 
orientations, gender identities and expressions.37T  
 

“As the provincial parent organization, BCCPAC represents parents from diverse backgrounds 
with differing cultural beliefs and family values. Every student, regardless of their race, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or level of ability has the right to a school 
community where they feel safe, welcome and included”, says BCCPAC President, Jen Mezei. 
“SOGI inclusive education helps students understand the diverse communities we live in, and 
how to be respectful of others regardless of our differences”. 
 
The BCCPAC DPAC Summit, held November 24-25 in Richmond, brought elected district 
parent leaders together to dialogue with Ministry of Education representatives on current and 
emerging issues in BC public schools including SOGI. The Ministry of Education presented 
“Supporting Students of All Sexual Orientations and Gender identities” and “SOGI 123–Parent 
Perspective” to over 60 District parent leaders from across the province. 
 
Feedback from the sessions included some common questions: 

 How are we communicating what SOGI Inclusive Education is to parents? 

 How do we address misconceptions of what SOGI inclusive education is? 

 Are there parent resources that PACs and DPACs can use? 

 Where can parents learn more about what is happening in their child’s classroom? 
 
Feedback also included requests for parent-specific information such as examples of how SOGI 
content might be included in grade-appropriate classroom instruction.  
 
  

http://bccpac.bc.ca/
http://bccpac.bc.ca/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2016EDUC0089-001625
https://bccpac.bc.ca/upload/2017/11/moe-sogi-policy-guide.pdf
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In response, we created our own SOGI FAQ for Parents, and have been working with the 

Ministry of Education to create additional SOGI resources for parents to help dispel some of the 
misinformation on how SOGI-inclusive lessons education are being included in schools. 
 
The Ministry of Education provided $35,000 to BCCPAC to work in collaboration with the ARC 
Foundation to develop a new set of SOGI resources for parents, including a brochure, online 
videos, and an introductory PowerPoint presentation for parents. 
 
The new parent resources are designed for parents to view and learn about SOGI inclusive 
education at various grade-levels. The goal of the parent resources is to support parents in their 
understanding of SOGI-inclusive education. The parent brochure is available in multiple 
languages. The videos, presentation and brochures are available on the SOGI 1 2 3 website. 
 
Inclusion and valuing diversity are at the core of BCCPAC's guiding principles and our member 
Resolutions, and we will continue to advocate for initiatives and processes that are designed to 
stop discrimination in our schools but also to provide opportunities to unlearn discrimination. 
 

http://bccpac.bc.ca/
http://bccpac.bc.ca/
https://bccpac.bc.ca/upload/2017/12/2017-11-29-BCCPAC-SOGI-FAQ-for-Parents-with-References.pdf
https://www.sogieducation.org/parents/

